
 
 
 

 
November 12, 2019 

 
The Marion County Council held its regular meeting on Tuesday, November 12, 2019, at              
9:00 A.M. in the Marion County Council Chambers, Administration Building, Marion,           
South Carolina. Members present were Buddy Collins, Chairman; Elista H. Smith,           
Vice-Chairperson; Councilman John Q. Atkinson Jr., Councilman Allen W. Floyd,          
Councilman Oscar Foxworth, Councilman Thomas E. Shaw and Councilman Milton W.           
Troy, II. Also present were G. Timothy Harper, Administrator; Kent M. Williams,            
Deputy Administrator; Charles L. McLain III, County Attorney, and Sabrina Davis,           
Clerk to Council. A representative from the Star & Enterprise was not present and duly               
notified.  
 
Chairman Collins called the meeting to order and asked Chaplain Allen W. Floyd to lead               
the Invocation, after which he welcomed visitors and read the Freedom of Information             
Announcement. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman Floyd, and           
carried unanimously, to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held on October 24,              
2019. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that items A, B, C, D first & second reading for                
ordinance listed on the agenda as follows was ready: A. Second Reading of Ordinance              
2019-19 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of a Fee Agreement by             
and between Marion County, South Carolina and Project Swamp Fox Providing for a             
Payment of a Fee In Lieu of Taxes and Others Matters Related Thereto; B. Second               
Reading of Ordinance #2019-20 An Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for the            
Development of a Joint Industrial and Business Park Dated July 21, 2011, by and              
between Marion and Florence Counties So As To Enlarge the Park (Project Squid); C.              
First Reading of Ordinance #2019-21 An Ordinance to Amend the Ordinance from Pee             
Dee Hemp to Pee Dee Botanicals LLC; D. First Reading of Ordinance #2019-22 An              
Ordinance to update the Marion County Code of Ordinances pertaining to the            
International Building Code and National Electrical Code. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item A. on the agenda; Second Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-19 An Ordinance Authorizing the Execution and Delivery of a Fee            
Agreement by and between Marion County, South Carolina and Project Swamp Fox  
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Providing for a Payment of a Fee In Lieu of Taxes and Others Matters Related Thereto                
was ready. Motion was made by Councilman Foxworth, seconded by Councilman           
Floyd, and carried unanimously, to approve second reading of Ordinance 2019-19.  
 
The County Attorney told Council that item B. on the agenda Second Reading of              
Ordinance 2019-20 An Ordinance to Amend the Agreement for the Development of a             
Joint Industrial and Business Park Dated July 21, 2011, by and between Marion and              
Florence Counties So As To Enlarge the Park (Project Squid) was ready. Motion was              
made by Councilman Atkinson, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried          
unanimously, to approve second reading of Ordinance #2019-20. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that item C. on the agenda; First Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-21 An Ordinance to Amend the Ordinance from Pee Dee Hemp to             
Pee Dee Botanicals LLC was ready. The County Attorney introduced the title of the              
ordinance and stated that this constitutes first reading of Ordinance 2019-21.  
 
The County Attorney told Council that item D. on the agenda; First Reading of              
Ordinance #2019-22 An Ordinance to update the Marion County Code of Ordinances            
pertaining to the International Building Code and National Electrical Code was ready.            
The County Attorney introduced the title of the ordinance and stated that this             
constitutes first reading of Ordinance 2019-22.  
 
There was no report given by Committee #1. 
 
The County Attorney told Council that Committee #2 met on Wednesday, October 30,             
2019, to discuss the Locust Tree Landing Development. It was the recommendation of             
the Committee that Mr. Munn provides the sketch plans of the lots to the Planning               
Commission. The Committee also recommended that Mr. Munn get something in writing            
from Grand Strand Water and Sewer stating that they can provide service to the proposed               
thirty (30) lots.  
 
The County Attorney had nothing to report. 
 
Sheriff Brian Wallace appeared before Council to discuss the School Resource Officers            
Funding. Sheriff Wallace reported that the General Assembly has appropriated          
approximately $12 million to the South Carolina Department of Education for school            
safety program. Marion County and other schools across the State were awarded four             
additional school resource officers. He stated that the money and fringe benefits were             
awarded, but no equipment. Last year the County received funding for one resource             
officer. Sheriff Wallace stated an officer would be placed at the following schools.             
McCormick, North Mullins, Easterling. ACT and Early Learning Academy will share an            
SRO. He stated that there would be a cost to the County. Sheriff Wallace pointed out                
question #13 in the handout. He stated that the school district is in favor of these                
additional officers. Sheriff Wallace stated that it would cost around $6,500 to equip an              
officer. He stated that vehicles are also needed which would be around $25,600. This              
would also be an additional cost to the County. Vice Chairperson Smith wanted to know  
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the cost from the County and the school district. Superintendent Kandace Bethea stated             
that she would discuss this said matter at their school board meeting and would report to                
Council at the next meeting.  
 
Sheriff Wallace gave an update on the Marion County Detention Center. Sheriff Wallace             
pointed out the inspection report from the South Carolina Department of Corrections. He             
stated that repairs are needed on the generator that has caused a major problem. The               
Administrator told Council that there have been some problems with the new lighting             
installation. Mr. Harper also told Council that he has met with Green Bulb Lighting              
regarding this issue. Councilman Troy suggested to the Sheriff that he look at the              
Preventative Maintenance Program. 
 
Sheriff Wallace gave an update on the Marion County Sheriff’s Office. Sheriff Wallace             
told Council in next year’s budget he would like an IT person specifically assigned to the                
Sheriff’s Office. The Administrator told Council that Ms. Isabelle MacKenzie is the IT             
Director and her backup is Mr. Jeffery Graham. Vice-Chairperson stated that the County             
needs an IT Committee to develop an IT department that can service the entire County.               
Sheriff Wallace also mentioned during the budget process he would like a fulltime             
training officer. Chairman Collins thanked the Sheriff for his presentation. 
 
Dr. Willena Rembert appeared before Council to give an update in reference to grants,              
and projects. She provided Council a copy of a status report. Dr. Rembert reported that               
the most active projects are Senator Clementa C. Pinckney, Memorial Park. The upgrades             
to the Administration Building, the law enforcement expansion, and FEMA Hazard           
Mitigation Grant to elevate fifteen (15) homes in Britton’s Neck and Gresham. Dr.             
Rembert stated that the total estimated budget for Senator Pinckney Park is            
$2,700,000.000. She stated that other projects include the parking lot at the            
Administration Building etc. The law enforcement expansion includes adding two new           
pods for the jail and prison camp through the Capital Sales Tax. Dr. Rembert mentioned               
the Employees’ Monthly Digest. Chairman Collins thanked Dr. Rembert for her           
presentation.  
 
Ms. Teresa Moody the Director of Voter Registration appeared before Council to present             
the new voting machines. Ms. Moody told Council that they will be able to audit paper                
ballots to verify results. The new voting system will provide voters with the familiarity of               
a touchscreen combined with the security of a paper ballot. Voters still will make              
selections on their ballot using a touchscreen, but afterward, they will print out a paper               
ballot for their review. Then the voters will enter their ballot into a scanner. The scanner                
will count the votes and the paper ballots will be deposited into a ballot box where they                 
can be retrieved for verifying and auditing results. Ms. Moody reported that they have              
been throughout the County demonstrating the new voting system. Chairman Collins           
thanked Ms. Moody for her presentation.  
 
The Administrator updated Council on a Capital Sales Tax Project. Mr. Harper reported             
that the County will be moving to the new E-911 system. 
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The Administrator had nothing new to report on the Hurricane.  
 
The Administrator told Council the lighting issue is being addressed. He also mentioned             
that a special called meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 21st at 6:00 pm in               
reference to Project Swamp Fox.  
 
The Administrator asked Council’s approval for the Christmas Holidays. They are as            
follows: December 24th, 25th, and 26th. Mr. Harper stated that each year Council agrees              
to follow the State holidays. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by             
Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously. 
 
The Administrator provided Council bid tabulations for Jake Hill Road. Mr. Harper told             
Council that there were six bids. They are as follows: Herrington Construction            
$124,000.00, J.T. Owens Construction $124,067.00, Coastal Asphalt $135,000.00, Dirt         
Daubers $141,362.00, Palmetto Corp. of Conway $236,830.00, and ARC Incorporated          
$495,000.00. It was the recommendation of the Administrator to award the bid to             
Herrington Construction. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by          
Councilman Atkinson, and carried unanimously. 
 
The Administrator provided Council bid tabulations for the renovations on the Marion            
County Beeson Building and Multi-Purpose Building. The Administrator stated that          
there were two bids. They are as follows: Anderson Brothers Bank 4.9% and Pee Dee               
Federal Savings Bank 2.99%. It was the recommendation of the Administrator to award             
the bid to Pee Dee Federal Savings Bank. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd,              
seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously. Councilman Atkinson         
abstained from voting due to the fact that he works with Pee Dee Federal Savings Bank. 
 
The Administrator asked Council to keep the family of Judge Levone Graves, and the              
family of Ms. Ann Blanton in prayer they passed away this week.  
 
Councilman Shaw brought up the Friendship Precinct not being handicap accessible.           
Ms. Moody stated that she does not know of a grant that is available to pour a paved                  
parking pad on private property. She stated that there are temporary ramps that could be               
used if another location is not found. Ms. Moody also stated that they have to make sure 
that each person can get inside a polling place. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman, Foxworth and           
carried unanimously, to go into executive session for economic development (2) legal            
matters/Tri-County Park Amendment and Opioid Litigation. 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Foxworth, and carried           
unanimously, to close executive session and reopen the regular meeting. Chairman           
Collins stated that no action was taken during executive session called for economic             
development (2) legal matters/Tri-County Park Amendment and Opioid Litigation. 
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The County Attorney asked Council to adopt the memorandum and waiver approval and             
amendment to the restricted covenant to the Tri-County Park in reference to the Equus              
Property. Motion was made by Councilman Floyd, seconded by Councilman Foxworth,           
and carried unanimously. 
 
The County Attorney asked Council to adopt the resolution to opt-out of the Nationwide              
Class Certified for Negotiation Purposes in reference to the National Prescription Opioid            
Litigation. Mr. McLain read the resolution for clarity. Motion was made by Councilman             
Atkinson, seconded by Councilman Foxworth, and carried unanimously. 
 
There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by Councilman Foxworth,             
seconded by Councilman Troy, to adjourn the meeting at approximately:11:16 A.M. 
 

  
    ___________________________             ______________________________ 

                Buddy Collins, Chairman             Sabrina Davis, Clerk of Council 
 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 


